* For Future Inclusion and Adaptation in the ACJC Policy and Procedure Manual

The All-Campus Judicial Council  

Students’ Association Hearings Procedures

Section 1. - General Provisions

(a) The All-Campus Judicial Council shall have jurisdiction over Students’ Association cases pursuant to Article III, Section 4 of the Students’ Association Constitution. 

(b) Any six Justices shall constitute quorum for cases involving the Students’ Association.

Section 2. -  Bringing Cases Before the Council

(a) Any member or group of the Students’ Association can bring a Students’ Association complaint before the All-Campus Judicial Council.  Complaints brought forth must contain an alleged violation of the Students’ Association’s Constitution or its bylaws.  This violation may have been performed by any individual, group, or branch of the Students’ Association.

(b) The process for obtaining a hearing shall be as follows:

(1) An appeal form must be filled out and submitted to the Chief Justice of the All-Campus Judicial Council within a reasonable time of the offense.

(2) A hearing may be granted upon a majority decision of the entire Council that the appeal is timely and contains adequate support for the claim that a Constitution or bylaw violation has occurred.

Section 3. - Procedure for Hearings

(a) There shall be a Petitioner, an individual/group that claims violation of the Constitution or bylaws has occurred, and a Respondent, an individual/group that is alleged to have performed a Constitutional or bylaw violation, in each hearing.

(b) In the following protocol the Petitioner will always address the council followed by the Respondent (unless otherwise noted).  The Council has the right to modify this procedure but must notify all parties involved prior to the start of the hearing:

(1) The Petitioner and Respondent shall be allocated up to 5 minutes each for an opening statement including:

The specific Constitutional or bylaw violation in question 

A brief outline of the events at hand

(2) The Petitioner and then the Respondent will present their cases to the council

Each side will have up to 20 minutes to present his/her/their side of the case with Justices asking questions at the end of the presentation.  Justices may ask brief clarifying questions during the presentation.

All witnesses appearing on behalf of either the Petitioner or the Respondent must submit an affidavit prior to the hearing to the Council and must appear at the hearing for potential questioning.  Justices will question witnesses (Petitioner’s followed by Respondent’s) at this point.  Then each side may question the witness with the side who called the witness questioning first.

(3) Rebuttal and Council Questioning

Each side will have 5 minutes to respond to any comments made during the other side’s comments and to ask non-accusatory questions of the other side.

The Council will then question both sides at will.

(4) The Petitioner and Respondent will each have up to 5 minutes to present a closing statement to the council.  For closing arguments the Respondent will speak first followed by the Petitioner.

(c) Once the hearing has been completed, the Council will deliberate in private to make a decision on the case.

(d) The Council may remove an individual from the hearing process should they become belligerent towards the Council, witnesses, opposing side, or any other party involved in the proceedings.

Section 4. - Decisions of the Council

(a) A majority of the Justices who comprised the hearing panel shall be sufficient to make a decision.

(b) An official majority opinion of the Council will be written and publicly recorded.  This majority opinion will be the formal interpretation of the Students’ Association Constitution and/or bylaws and must be followed by all members and groups.

(c) When one or more minority views exist, minority opinions will be written accordingly and will be publicly recorded along with the majority opinion.

(d) In all Students' Association decisions, the number of Justices having the majority and minority views will be publicly recorded.

(e) All parties will be notified of the Council’s decision in a timely manner.
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