
 

 

During our home race, we saw some exciting 

action as both the men’s and women’s teams 

laid down some fast times two weekends ago. 

The morning started in the wee hours before 

dawn as groggy college students rolled out of 

bed to meet at Phase and Todd to depart to 

the mountain. Hosting the race means being 

the first team at the mountain. Unbeknownst to 

most is the incredible amount of behind the 

scenes effort that race coordinators Jess 

Cicoria and Ian Auger place into preparing 

the race including coordination between the 

mountain and the conference, arranging start lists, acquiring awards, and the list continues on. 

Temperatures where in the mid 20’s, making for great race conditions. Early in the week, 8 inches 

of snow had fallen, which left a fair amount of loose snow on Saturday. The GS race was a top to 

bottom course set down “Comet”, which saw course times over 1 minute. Hitting the last pitch in 

the course created a dichotomy of racers that choose to hit drylands hard this fall or not.  The 

men were lead by Dan Halligan in who placed 4th on his first run and 8th on the second, but 

leaving him in 4th for the race. Ezra Milby after having a tough first run with in 26th place, 

managed to pull off a 5th place second 

run which left him 9th overall.  Chris 

Cummings finished in 19th followed by 

Gary Ellis in 24th. The men placed 2nd for 

the GS race. The JV were represented by 

a full squad of UR racers. They were led by 

Dan deLunta (8th), Alex Stevens (10th), Ian 

Auger (11th), David Farkas (13th), Steve 

Yates (14th), David Chadsey (15th), Jake 

Pershing (16th), Matt Brockway (17th), and 

Brogan Shoenman (19th). Jake Stone and 

Mike Weissman had tough days with 

DNF’s. The men’s team finished 2nd place 

overall for the GS. The top 3 women were 

Jess Cicoria in 5th, Kelly Moore with an impressive 10th, and Emily Robbins also with an impressive 
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Ezra Milby attacking the GS. 

Dan Halligan cresting the last pitch. 



13th putting the women in 4th for the day. Maya Silbert and Lauren Corrigan rounded out the 

varsity women with 23rd and 26th place finishes respectively. Sarah Stelma laid down an 

impressive 2nd place first run in the JV race finishing 4th overall. She was followed shortly by 

Hannah Pullman and Alana Hampton who finished 7th and 8th respectively, however had DNF’s 

second run. The final JV racer was Jess Socha 

finishing with a 10th place. Now that the race 

was over for the day, us the responsible college 

students choose to go to bed at 9pm (for the 

naïve, please note the facetious tone), so 

getting up at 5 am the next morning was a 

breeze. The race that day had a start time of 

9am so that racers, coaches, and course 

workers could make it back to the Superbowl 

that evening. Our caravan arrived at Bristol at 

6:15; let’s just say that it was amusing when we 

arrived at the mountain when it was still pitch 

black and the lodge was still locked. Now on to 

the race: temperatures were in the 40’s! This 

was certainly the first time that Rochester had 

broken 32 in a long time.  The snow was consequently “grippy” that day making it extraordinarily 

fun to free ski in because getting dynamic became a cinch however maneuvering through 

course ruts became an art. The men were led by Halligan in 3rd,  Milby in 13th, and Kriss Devisser in 

22nd, who stepped up the plate after Barclay and Cummings saw tough runs. Despite the tough 

runs, the men still managed to pull a second place finish for the race, and finished the weekend 

with 2nd overall. Mrs. Halligan provided lunch for the day serving the infamous cheesy potatoes, 

pulled pork sandwiches, and family recipe hot sauce. The hospitality was incredible and 

especially appreciated during the home race. The women were again lead by Jess Cicoria (9th), 

Emily Robbins (17th), and Kelly Moore (22nd) placing 6th for the day. Jess Socha and Sarah Stelma 

were the 4 and 5 but had tough second runs. The JV were led by (sorry guys I don’t have a copy 

of the results from the day ).  Overall the weekend went extremely well. This race marks the 2nd 

year that the University of Rochester Alpine Ski Team has hosted the race. Thank you and 

congratulations to all of the athletes and parents that made the weekend a success.                       

~Ezra Milby 

 

 

This past weekend was the Cornell Invitational. 

The giant slalom was held for the first time ever 

at Greek Peak. Temperatures for the day just 

crested over 32 for the afternoon, consequently 

race conditions proved to be great as the 

course held up throughout the day.  Jess Cicoria 

led the woman with a 7th place finish, Kelly 

Moore with a 16th, and Emily Robbins in 25th. The 

CORNELL! 

The team poising to attack Ezra with snowballs. 

Halligan skiing. 



women’s varsity was rounded out by Maya 

Silbert in 29th and Marrissa Robinson in 25th. For 

the JV, Alana Hampton cracked the top 10 

and Sarah Stelma, who after having 10th place 

finish on her first run, had a DNF on her second 

run. The women’s team had an impressive 3rd 

place finish for the day, their best finish of the 

season to date. On the men’s side, exciting 

things happened after the first run. Ezra Milby 

had a 3rd place finish followed by Dan Halligan 

in 5th and Johnny Barclay in 8th. The men at this 

point were sitting in 1st place, bet were outted 

to second place by less than a second by 

Syracuse’s 4th skier. On the second run, Ezra 

Milby was a DNF due to a ski prerelease (with a DIN set to 17). Halligan ended up placing 3rd for 

the race, Barclay 10th, and Chris Cummings in 17th. Dan deLahunta also ended up having a 

tough 2nd run finishing with a DNF. The men took second for the race. The JV boys were led by 

Alex Surdyka and followed by Ian Auger, both finishing in the top10. They were then followed by 

Jake Pershing in 12th and David Chadsey, who after having a DNF on his first run pulled a top 20. 

Dinner this past weekend was 

graciously hosted again by Alana 

Hampton’s mother.  Without any 

doubt, the affair turned out to be 

delicious.  After dinner, the team 

headed down to the infamous and 

oh-so beloved Econo Lodge in 

Cortland. Most people showered up 

and then headed over to Ithaca for 

the evening to hang out with several 

other competitors from various 

schools.  Ezra Milby and David 

Chadsey were fortunate to receive 

free tickets from their economics 

professor to the Cornell vs. Princeton 

Hockey game that evening. The 

slalom the next day was held at 

Labrador Mountain, a mountain that 

the team had previously race on 

during the first race of the season. Temperatures for the day rose well up into the forties making 

for a “spring conditions” course enamored with ruts. 

Luckily, race crews laid down fertilizer for the second 

run, which held up much better than the first.  Lunch 

for the day was graciously provided by the Silberts, 

who trucked all the way from New York City. The 

women saw similar performances as the previous day 

JV powerhouse Alana Hampton and Sarah Stelma. 

Dan deLa”hunk”a flexing the guns along with some random 

group of shirtless skiers during an unseasonably warm 

week of training. 

After dinner, the team headed 

down to the infamous and oh-so 

beloved Econo Lodge in Cortland. 



with Cicoria in 7th, Robbins in 17th, Moore in 19th, and Silbert in 23rd. This left the women in 5th 

place for the race and finishing 4th overall for the weekend. The power house JV squad was led 

by Alana Hampton with an impressive 5th place finished followed shortly by Sarah Stelma in 8th.  

The men’s team placed 3rd for the race lead by Halligan in 5th, Cummings in 10th, and Barclay in 

18th.  The JV saw top 10 finishes from Surdyka, Pershing, and Chadsey. The men took home 2nd 

overall for the weekend, another fine performance.  

This upcoming weekend marks the last set of races in the regular season of the Empire 

Conference. Both the GS and SL will be held at Toggenburg. Out of tradition, the SL on Sunday is 

infamous for the witty antics and amusing costumes worn by races from all teams. Be prepared 

to laugh.  ~Ezra Milby 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Results from the weekend can be 

found at http://www.livetiming.com 

 

 

 

Race Schedule 

Jan 18-19 Ithaca Invit.                                   Labrador, NY 

Jan 24-25 Alfred Invit.                        Swain, NY 

Jan 31-Feb 1 UofR Invit.                        Bristol, NY 

Feb 7-8  Cornell Invit.                        Greek Peak/Labrador, NY 

Feb 14-15 Syracuse Invit.                        Toggenburg, NY 

Feb 20-21 USCSA Mideast Regionals        West Mountain, NY 

Mar 3-7  USCSA Nationals         Winter Park, CO, NY 

 

 

David Farkas, David Chadsey, Matt Brockway, and Gary Ellis this past week 

at training. 

http://www.livetiming.com/

